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was a busy and productive year for the State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind.

We held 5 Board meetings and 6 committee meetings,
increased our outreach, began a new strategic plan, created
a new Web site, and accomplished many other things.

And, for the first time in many years, the Board now has a
full complement of members with new members Amy Lyons,

Belinda Barragan, Eric Holm, and Lindsay Schnaidt.

Here is a brief look at our activities in 2008.
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STRATEGIC PLAN

We began a new five-year Strategic Plan with input from guide dog instructors,
Board members, and guide dog users. The plan will be completed by August 2009.

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

* Guide Dog Day: Harnessing the Power of Partnership
was held November 18, 2008, in Los Angeles. Consumer groups, guide
dog schools, and service animal organizations met to discuss such topics
as ADA regulatory changes, services, and new and emerging issues. The
program was part of the Department of Consumer Affairs’ Professionals
Achieving Consumer Trust (PACT) Summit, which brought together
nearly all of DCA’s licensing entities and their stakeholder groups.

* Board members and staff attended several conferences this year, including:

1. California Association of Guide Dog Users Annual Seminar
(Board President Neidich and Executive Officer Sorrick).

2. California Council of the Blind Spring Convention
(Board Secretary Candela and Executive Officer Sorrick).

3. California Council of the Blind Fall Convention
(Board Secretary Candela).

* Board President Neidich and Executive Officer Sorrick gave educational
presentations on guide dogs and guide dog users to eight third-grade classes.

* Board President Neidich, Secretary Candela, and Member Barragan toured
Canine Companions for Independence, an assistance dog school in Santa Rosa.

* We launched a new toll-free number—866.512.9103—for in-state callers.
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LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND ADVOCACY
JULY 2008:

AUGUST 2008:

SEPTEMBER 2008:

INSPECTIONS

WEB SITE

NEW EXAMINATION

LOOKING AHEAD
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